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weaver and a journeyman, attended by a child as quill-
winder ; but often the weaver's wife or daughter, or an
apprentice, supplied the place of a journeyman *. In some
districts the master weavers outnumbered the journeymen
weavers ; at the end of the eighteenth century two villages
in Gloucestershire contained twice as many master weavers
as journeymen2. A man might remain a journeyman
weaver all his life 3, or set up as a master weaver without
having served as a journeyman 4.
Term of The journeyman weaver was sometimes engaged for a
single warp5, that is, for the manufacture of one piece of

method of cloth. There are indications of an older system by which
the journeyman was engaged for fixed periods ; and it was
one of the objects of the Statute of Apprentices (1563) to
introduce stability into the relations of masters and men by
enacting that no person shall be taken into service " to
work for any less time or term than for one whole year"6,
The practice of annual engagements was not unknown in
Yorkshire as late as the nineteenth century7, but it must
have been superseded very early in most textile districts.
The traditional method of payment among journeymen
weavers engaged on piece-work was ' the third part of the
cloth ', that is, one-third of the price received by the master
from the clothier for weaving the cloth. It is curious to
observe how this ratio of one-third persisted through the
centuries : it is described as the ' customary ' method of
payment already in the fourteenth century8, and it still
survived in some cases four hundred years later 9. Where the
journeyman was placed in control of the weaving and worked
at the head of the loom with a young assistant, he. was
entitled to fivepence out of every shilling10. The sevenpence
1  A State of the Case . . . relating to the . . . Rising of the Weavers in
the County of Gloucester (1757), 20.
2  Owlpen and Uley : Parliamentary Papers (1806), iii. 337.
* A witness informed a parliamentary committee in 1757 that he had
been a journeyman weaver for thirty years : House of Commons Journals,
xxvii. 731.                                  * Parliamentary Papers (1802-3), vii. 75.
5  Ibid. (1802-3), vii. 240 ; (1806) iii. 15.
6  Statutes, iv. part i. 415.         7 Infra, p. 77.
8 Supra, vol. i. 409.                9 Parliamentary Papers (1806), iii. 338.
10 A State of the Case . . . relating to the . . . Rising of the Weavers in
the County of Gloucester (1757), 20.